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PUBLIC HOUSING — FINANCIAL HARDSHIP FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SENIORS 

Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [5.08 pm]: I was at the point, prior to the interruption for afternoon 
tea and question time, of talking about the importance of energy efficiency and the very wise and very clear 
advice I received often from my late friend and colleague Dr John Crouch. The important aspect of energy 
efficiency, as John explained to me, is to consider energy efficiency at the earliest possible point when we are 
planning to build a building. John showed me plans for buildings that showed the layout of the blocks on which 
the homes, for example, were to be built. John explained to me that when it came to either achieving or not 
achieving energy efficiency in home construction, most of the achievement had to be established at the point that 
someone is orientating the blocks—that is, even before starting construction or drawing the plan for the home. 
The most fundamental aspect of achieving energy efficiency in a home was in the orientation of the blocks at the 
planning stage when working out the blocks on which the homes were to be built. 

I would like to deliver two messages to the government through ministers in this place and make sure that the 
message gets through to the relevant ministers in the other chamber. The first message is that a great deal more 
of the state’s revenue must be spent on building new Homeswest stock. The second message is that, in designing 
the new Homeswest stock, at the very earliest possible stage, much will be achieved by considering energy 
efficiency in the actual purchase of the blocks and the orientation of housing. That is an aspect for the planning 
minister to consider. The earlier the point at which we design with energy efficiency in mind, the more that can 
be achieved from an energy efficiency point of view. That is simply very, very important. By definition of 
meeting the income test, Homeswest tenants will be people of limited income. For those people, energy 
efficiency in the construction of the home is of the utmost importance, particularly when energy costs and 
electricity bills are increasing in the way that they have done in recent years. 

Elderly Western Australians who have experienced events such as the Great Depression and World War II—and 
there would be a very small number of Western Australians who would also have experienced the Great War 
before that—are the Western Australians who would take most pride and interest, I believe, in living in 
accommodation that is energy efficient. I remember my late mother and her attention to not wasting anything. It 
was something that we imbibed to a degree and I think that came from her generation and her life experience. I 
think that for people who have been through the Great Depression and World War II in particular, and some 
through World War I, to have an opportunity, if they are eligible, to live in energy efficient Homeswest 
accommodation would give them enormous satisfaction and add that very significant social benefit of ensuring 
that their energy bills were kept to a minimum. I think that is a matter of the utmost importance. On that point, I 
conclude my contribution to this motion and I appreciate the attention of each of my colleagues in the house. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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